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 Mr. Mayor, thank you for your continued hospitality.  Year after year, both you and your 

wonderful staff give us the best possible start to our Memorial Day weekend.  It is an honor 

to commemorate this special time with you all.   

 

 Seventy-two years have passed since the liberation of the Netherlands.  Since that time, the 

United States and Europe have built a strong and enduring partnership, based on our shared 

democratic values, economic ties, and mutual commitment to addressing global challenges.  

Institutions like NATO and the European Union have helped ensure seven decades of peace 

for the people of Western Europe and beyond. 

 

 I wish every American could experience what I saw yesterday at the Netherlands American 

Cemetery.  The people of the Netherlands, the people of Limburg, and especially the people 

here in Eijsden-Margraten came out as they do every year to honor the sacrifices of those 

who gave their lives so Europe could be free.   

 

 Yesterday I saw generations of family members visit their adopted graves to honor what they 

lovingly call “their” soldiers.  They keep memories alive of those who fought and died far 

from home, for the freedom of people they never met.  I saw school children lay flowers and 

plant Dutch and American flags side by side, a beautiful and potent symbol of our shared 

history.   

 

 Let us continue to honor the memories of those who served and died by strengthening our 

relationship further.  Our fallen heroes demonstrated that defending our values and our way 

of life is worth the struggle, no matter the cost. 

 

 Mr. Mayor, de Verenigde Staten van Amerika is u en de mensen van deze gemeenschap 

dankbaar voor uw voortdurende vriendschap en steun.  Thank you again for your 

hospitality.   


