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 Thank you, Governor Bovens, for hosting us today.  It is my honor to celebrate 

my first Memorial Day in the Netherlands with you.  I apologize for not being 

able to do this in Limburg dialect, but wie sjoen os Limburg is!  Het is mij een 

eer om mijn eerste Memorial Day in Nederland met jullie te vieren.   

 

 Last September, I attended the annual liberation concert at the Netherlands 

American Cemetery.  Like most Americans, I had no idea that generations of 

families from Limburg have continued to honor the more than ten thousand 

Americans memorialized in Margraten.  The people of the United States are 

deeply grateful. 

 

 The dedication of the people of Limburg should be an example to the rest of 

the world about how to teach the young about the horrors of the past, in order 

to avoid repeating them in the future.   

 

 During World War Two, the allies fought to defeat a dictatorship and to keep 

the flame of freedom alive in Europe and across the entire world.  Our shared 

values and our shared sacrifices are the source of the United States’ enduring 

bond to the people of Limburg, the Netherlands, and Europe. 

 

 On Memorial Day, let us also honor the tens of thousands of NATO personnel 

who stand guard today.  These men and women continue the mission of those 

buried in Margraten by deterring aggression and stabilizing troubled regions, 

not only in Europe and North America, but also in Afghanistan and the 

Mediterranean. 

 

 Thank you for hosting us today and for your commitment to keeping the 

memory of our fallen soldiers and airmen alive.  We must all do our part to 

ensure their sacrifices were not in vain.  Thank you. 


